The Doctrine of Man
Anthropology
As with the two previous papers on Systematic Theology, this is a vast subject and in some 40 minutes we will only be able to scratch the surface. Sometimes I will be making statements without fully backing up those comments and without the appropriate proof texts, this is purely for time constraints. If anyone wants me to elaborate on a particular point then please let me know and I will try and get the answer posted on the Teesocs website.

Various ways we can divide up our subject, but for convenience I am going to divide it up in the way Thomas Boston did in his ‘Four fold State of Man’. This starts with —

1.
The state of innocence — deals with man before the Fall. By the way I will use the word Man in a non-specific gender way to indicate both male and female.

2.
The state of nature — deals with man after the Fall and applies to all humanity. 

3.
The state of grace — those who, by the grace of God, have been reconciled with their Creator through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.
The eternal state — the unregenerate man to judgement and condemnation and the regenerate to the glorified state. 

We will spend more time on the first two headings as on another occasion will deal with the work and person of Christ, salvation and the last things.

1.
The origin of man (or the state of innocence)

Man was brought into existence by the determined plan of God and by special creation man was formed Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, ‘let us make man in our likeness …. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. The act of creation had two aspects — firstly man’s body out of the dust of the ground and then the breath of life was breathed into him Genesis 2:7 the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
And so Adam was created. His creation was distinct from the creation of the animals — man is not the highest of the animal chain but a distinct and separate creation — although there are similarities with animal life — bones, blood, skin etc which remind us there is one creator of all but no animal had the breath of life breathed into them by the Lord God. So we see God forming man — body and soul. As we will see later, that as a result of sin the body will die but will be resurrected again on the last day and reunited with the soul. The soul is created immortal and the final state of man will again be body and soul. As a side comment, we sometimes find in Scripture references to man’s soul and man’s spirit. I do not see that there are two separates parts of man but are one and the same thing. 
i)
Did God create man?

Today the idea of God creating man by the word of his mouth is rejected across much of our society — ‘creation’ is seen as a myth without substance or reasoning. And it is assumed that man came into being by some process of macro-evolution — a process of development — or spontaneous generation. Darwin’s theory of evolution placed man at the top of the evolutionary tree and such ideas were readily accepted as it meant the existence of man could be accounted for without the need of a creator God. And if you could show that man is formed without God then any idea of accountability could also be rejected. But we reject evolution in all its various forms first and foremost because the Scripture tells us that God created man — this is seen in, but also Acts 17:24; 26, John 1:3 through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made, (Col 1:15 etc.). We establish Creation from the word of God — proper views of science can help but we do not base our belief on current scientific discourses or theories. Many books can be helpful. 
· Hallmarks of Design by Stuart Burgess

· Creation – chance or design? by David Tyler
· From nothing to nature by Edgar Andrews

· Genesis record by Henry Morris (an older book but still good)

We also reject theistic evolution — the idea that God created man by the process of evolution. Such an idea cannot explain the presence of the soul or the development of the personality or mind. We take God at his word — he formed man out of the dust of the ground and woman out of the body of the man.

ii)
Where does our soul come from?

Very briefly there are 3 popular views as to where our individual souls come from. 

a)
Prexistance — that is all human souls were created at the same time as Adam’s and remain dormant until united to the body they were created for. Generally rejected today as having no biblical evidence. 

b)
Traducianism. — that is our souls generated from our parents. The individual soul is not created but inherited as are our bodies.

c)
Creationism
— this is usually the reformed view. Our souls are not generated or derived from our parents but created by the immediate agency of God. The reasons for this belief are that the soul of Adam was created separately from his body; the soul is spiritual — not material and cannot be divided. Christ was truly human and could not have inherited a sinful soul.

iii)
Created in the image of God.

This is the distinguishing feature of all humankind that separates man from any other creature. So we must ask the question — ‘in what way do we bear the likeness of God?’
a)
Moral — the inner sense of right and wrong — we reflect the likeness of God in our behaviour when it is holy and righteous before him. In contrast we spoil that likeness when we sin. 

b)
Spiritual — we have souls well as bodies — we have spiritual life that enables us to relate to God as persons; to pray to him, praise him and to respond to his words. This is totally distinct from animal life. 

c)
Mental or intellectual — we can reason logically; use complex and abstract language to communicate (e.g. my car is blue and you can understand what I mean). We have an awareness of the future — we can think about and discuss life after death. We can be creative — art, music, literature, science & technology. We have a full range of complex emotions — animals can only exhibit some. My dog recognises me and my voice and knows how to communicate when she wants food or to go outside but not much more. Our emotions can be complex — I watch my grandson play football; I am sad his team lost; happy he played well; proud he was a good sport; thankful to God for grandchildren — all at the same time. 
d)
Relational or social — animals have some sense of relationships and community or packs; but we have deep meaningful relationships at different levels from casual friendships to the husband/wife relationships. We have an ability to love. We can enjoy each others company as Jesus enjoyed the fellowship and friendship of the disciples.

iv)
He created us male and female.

It was not good for man (male) to be alone, so God created a helper for him in the woman. And the purpose was companionship and procreation — Genesis 2:20-24. There is equality between male and female is their relationship with God, in their intellect, in their ability to sin — and so on. They are complimentary to one another; both have set roles to play in the church and in the family that does not suggest superiority or infirmity. Because God created male and female for the purpose of procreation, homosexuality has no part to play and is wrong in practice. 
To sum up — God created man and woman to live together, to have dominion over all creation, to enjoy God and to bring glory to his name. But sin came into the world.

2.
The Fall of Man — (or the state of nature) 

God had entered into a covenant — often called the covenant of works with Adam. There was a promised life of bliss for Adam — happy, holy and immortal both physically spiritually — it was a life that suited created man as a moral, intelligent being comprised of body and soul and he was to take delight in his relationship with God. But there was a condition — Genesis 2:16-17 And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden, but you must not eat from the tree of good and evil, for when you do you will surely die.’ 
Adam was to be positively obedient to God and this was seen in that it was possible for him to be disobedient. They could eat of any tree in the garden except the one tree in the centre. This was a visible test to determine whether he was willing to obey God in all things. Adam is told of the penalty for disobedience. And that would be death — bodily death in due time and death is the opposite of life. If Adam was created to be happy, holy and immortal in soul and body, death brought the dissolution of the body and spiritual and eternal death to the soul. 
And Adam sinned — his sin was that he did not believe God — when tempted to do so by the serpent Genesis 3:1 (The Serpent) said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’’ It was failure to believe God that resulted in the actual act of disobedience — Eve ate the fruit, Adam was complicit in the sin and God pronounced the penalty — removal from the garden. The consequence of sin would affect every part of their existence and the image of God that they had borne was now marred and spoilt. 
i)
All men sinned in Adam. 

Adam, as mankind’s representative head, having sinned now meant that all humanity would inherit that sinful nature. Everyone born into this world is going in the same direction — they are bent towards sin — irrespective of their environment or education. There is a universality of sin that is voluntary, deliberate and conscious Romans 3:10-11 ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.’ And it is passed from generation to generation Genesis 5:3 When Adam had lived 130 years he had a son in his own image.
Perhaps the most complete statement on the relationship of Adam’s sin to man is Romans 5:12-21. The key verse is Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned – Also we read 1 Corinthians 15:22 - in Adam all die. 
Though Adam’s humanity is fallen and spiritually desolated, the infinite wisdom of the Creator is still visible. Rievaulx Abbey, near Helmsley in North Yorkshire, gives evidence of a fine building in the past — but the ravages of time have taken their toll — the roofs have gone, the walls and pillars are partially collapsed. Even the stones are decayed by the rain and the wind but in spite of this deterioration, something of the original glory of the building still exists, and especially you get an idea of the genius of those who designed and built it. That is still in evidence. So it is with mankind. The men and women of Adam’s race are obviously fallen. From a spiritual standpoint human nature is in ruins. But the glory and wisdom of the Creator is seen in the very constitution of men. 
ii)
What we did not lose by the Fall. 

Although marred by sin, man has retained: 
a mind to reason

an ability to communicate
a will to choose

emotions with which to love or hate.
we remain a moral agency in that we are free in the sense that we act without compulsion, with voluntary free choice 

we retain a sense and knowledge of the existence of God and a conscience to help us distinguish between right and wrong

we are still accountable to God as Creator. 
Sin has affected every part of our being in that man is ‘totally depraved’, not in terms of being as bad as we could be but that there is no part of us not affected by sin — our bodies, mind, emotions, and our will.

iii)
What we did lose by the Fall.

Mankind lost his original righteousness before God and, as we have seen, all aspects of his nature have been affected by his participation in Adam’s sin. Our minds have been corrupted and even though we can make great discoveries in the natural world but in our sins we do not have spiritual discernment. The natural man cannot discern the things of God.

The disordering and perversion of the affections — an ability to love, to rejoice and so on are all corrupted. Fallen man does not naturally love God but hates him. Romans 8:7
A corruption of the will — our capacity to choose, is marred. We can make good choices but we never choose God as the ultimate goal of life or to love him supremely. All our actions, thoughts and words, even those not inheritantly evil, are rooted in selfishness. We never come to Jesus Christ as a remedy for salvation of our own volition. 
Fallen man uses his body, ears, eyes, hands, and feet to perpetuate iniquity.

As we have said sin has affected every part of our being. 
We have:
a)
Lost the favour of God. 
As Creator, God loves people as his offspring but as judge is against sin and sinners. All are condemned by their sin and God’s displeasure against those who have broken his law is called ‘wrath’. John 3:36, Romans 1:18. Hell, that is eternal separation from God, was made for the devil and his angels but fallen man heads in that direction through rebellion against his Creator. 

b)
Lost the fellowship of God. 
It was broken in the Garden of Eden; Adam expelled from the presence of God. The flaming sword of Genesis 3:24 blazing above the garden symbolised the broken fellowship. Paul describes the state in Ephesians 2:12 , without hope and without God in the world. Sinners are enemies of God (Romans 5:15) and in need of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19).

c)
Lost the ability to save ourselves. 
Fallen man cannot do good or come to God  (John 6:44). God will not require anybody to do anything that is naturally or physically impossible for them to do. Nor will God require anybody to do that which they have no opportunity or means to do. But God can and does hold people responsible for doing what, by creation, they are capable of doing — that is living a righteous life — but because of a nature hostile to God, they are unwilling to do. 

Man was created holy and upright but he voluntarily rebelled and has become depraved, alienated and hostile towards God. 
3.
Regeneration (the state of grace)

But into the dark and hopeless world of fallen man, God broke in by his extraordinary love to bring some to salvation through the ‘propitiation’ the ‘atoning sacrifice’ of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation and the work of Christ, including who will be saved, are the subjects of further sessions. ‘But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in transgression’ Ephesians 2:4-5. This salvation comes through repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ — and it is ‘only by grace we are saved, through faith and not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.’

It is because the believer has been regenerated — that is born again — made a new creature, that his relationship with God is changed. The believer is reconciled to God — given a new heart, a new record and he can now have union and communion with the Father through the Son by the Holy Spirit. A supernatural change has come about. 
i)
Our minds have been renewed. 

Now illuminated in the knowledge of God – delighting to read God’s word, actively coming into God’s presence in prayer and praise.
ii)
Our wills are free from the inhibiting and corrupting influences of sin.

We seek God by determined choice. We freely chose to follow God, to conform our lives to the example of the Saviour. Sin is now a matter of grief to the Christian, resulting in heart-felt repentance and a determination to lead a holy life by the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

iii)
Our emotions are now directed towards God. 

We actually desire communion with him; we love his commands; we love what God loves and hate what God hates. Our previous life of sin now appals us. Our desire is to love God with all our being and our neighbours as ourselves.

iv)
Our hopes are secure.

The believer now has a certain future — albeit unknown up to the point of death but a secure knowledge of salvation that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38-39). 

v)
Our consciences are enlightened. 

The believer is made sensitive to sin.
vi)
Our bodies are now consecrated to the service of God. 

Our bodies, although still bearing the scars of fallen man, including death, now serve God out of a desire to please him, not to earn favour but as a response to his love.

vii)
Our fellowship with God. 
The believer’s fellowship with God although lost through sin, is now renewed. No longer enemies of God but friends, brothers, sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4.
The eternal state

For the believer the sting of death is removed. At the point of death there is the separation of the body and soul — the body at that point returns to dust and the soul goes into the immediate presence of God, until the great and last day when the bodies of all humanity will be resurrected and reunited with their souls. The unregenerate in this world — those who remained in their sin, will stand before the great Judge to be condemned for eternity. The believer to enter into everlasting joy. It is the resurrection of Christ that is the proof of the reality of these things.

The believer will be resurrected with a glorified body. Gone will be all the scars of sin. Our selves, that is body and soul, will be perfect — free from sin — all the changes that started when we became Christians but are still affected by sin, will now be made complete. 
The believer will be with his Saviour — whole, happy, glorified, nothing ever to separate them from his Lord.

The eternal state for those saved by grace is far more than Adam’s original ‘state of innocence’. Adam before the Fall could never have known Christ as Saviour. 
Gone are the possibilities of ever sinning again. Nothing will ever come between God and his people and all because of the work of the perfect man — Jesus Christ.

‘Hallelujah! what a Saviour’
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