The work of the Lord Jesus Christ

This is a vast subject, as wide as the whole Bible.  All we can do is explore two of the common approaches to understanding it.

The mediator

Jesus Christ is the mediator, that is the go-between.  What uniquely fits him for that role is the fact that he is both God and man (1 Timothy 2:5).  His role as mediator is summed up in his threefold office of prophet, priest and king.
· As prophet, he makes revelation from God to man (Hebrews 1:2; 2:3), which he can do because he is God.  He speaks through the Old Testament prophets and other writers (1 Peter 1:10,11), in his own person (John 1:18) and through the New Testament apostles and other writers (Revelation 1:1).  This means that he is greater than all the other prophets (Matthew 5:38-42).

· As priest, he has made a sacrifice for his people's sins, and now intercedes for them, which he can do because he is man.  His sacrifice of himself involves bearing our sins (1 Peter 2:24), that is, taking on himself the punishment of God which our sins deserved (Romans 3:25: see the margin).  All the details of the crucifixion (and of the animal sacrifices that preceded it and pointed to it) make sense in the light of this explanation.  His intercession means that he prays for his people (Hebrews 7:25).  A priest's work also involved pronouncing God's blessing on the people (Matthew 25:34).  However, this last activity is also part of his work as king.

· As king, he rules everything (Matthew 28:18) for the good of his people (John 3:5) and the glory of God (Philippians 2:11).  John 3:5 restricts the "kingdom" to his own people, because, though for the present they share the world with the ungodly, in the end they will inherit his eternal kingdom (Matthew 13:24-30,36-43).  His rule is without beginning or end, but his authority is enhanced by his work on earth (Philippians 2:9,10), and will be fully seen only at the last day (Luke 22:69).  This is explained by:

The states of Christ

· Original glory: before his incarnation, he was with, and in fellowship with, his Father (John 1:18; 17:5).

· Humiliation: he put his glory aside (2 Corinthians 8:9) and accepted the limitations of being a man.  The lowest point of his humiliation was his death, when even his fellowship with his Father was broken (Matthew 27:46).

· Exaltation: at his resurrection and ascension, he resumed his glory, now enhanced by the results of his work (Ephesians 1:20,21).  This matters because he will share glory with us (John 17:22).  Nevertheless, he is unchanged because he never ceased to be God (Hebrews 1:6), and his purposes of love never failed (John 17:23).

